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English Language Arts Summer Reading Assignment 

June 10, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear graduate of the class of 2023, 

 
My name is Laurence Berkowitz-Torres. Please call me, "Mr. Berkowitz," although I also respond to “ 

Berkowitz” or “Berk.” Fortunately, this past school year, I joined many of you for seventh period lunch. Many of 

you may recall how I would shout, “ READY!” in order to get your attention. I am tall, loud, and large. I always 

write a letter to in-coming sophomores. This letter has to be slightly different. Yes, please read all of this letter. 

I want you to get to know me before you get to the assignment.  

 
 Traditionally, at this time of the year, I would have come into your ninth grade English class to personally 

introduce myself to you, explain the summer reading assignment, and provide my contact information in case you 

have questions. Many of you are visual learners, so seeing my face at the end of ninth grade allows you to connect 

a person/face to the subject for the coming school year. It is simple visual recognition- you know who to go to for 

help. This is also important, because much like Mr. Lotto who teaches all of the ninth graders in the same year, I 

will have all of you, the sophomores, in the same year. I have been following this tradition ever since I began 

teaching tenth grade English at Yonkers Montessori Academy almost ten years ago.  

 
It is without question that this year broke with tradition. Things are different.  

 
I will be your tenth grade English teacher. Of this, I am certain. I am not certain of much else for next year. 

Normally, I would remind you that tenth grade ends with the Common Core English Regents exam. At Yonkers 

Montessori Academy (YMA), students take the exam at the end of tenth grade instead of the middle of eleventh 

grade. Now, I am not sure if next year will result in a Regents. Neither myself, nor Mrs. Scheifer, nor Mr. Stein, 

nor your administrator, Mrs. Cholewa, has had to help so many people during such uncertain times. So, you are 

not alone in this insecurity. 

 
I can be a little cranky and suspicious of “School Spirit,” so in the past I had to stop myself form laughing when 

Principal Dr. Rivera or Assistant Principal DeMatteo would say, “We are better together.” But now, I am sure you 

would probably agree that we would be “better together" in school instead of being stuck in a “box." Understand, 

I do not want to compromise your health by sending us back to school with the Coronavirus still wreaking havoc. 

But, like it or not, we are together but also a part. We are living in one of the most extra-ordinary times of history. 

We are living through a pandemic that may prevent us from starting next year in school. We are living through a 

period of peaceful protest and, hopefully, non-violent revolution. We are here. We are living. We are changing in 

a world that is changing around us.  
 
You, each of you, will be stronger than I will. You learn how to survive. You will learn to adapt. You will learn 

what matters the most to you. I warn you, I can be sappy and long-winded obviously. You will help me survive. I 

will hopefully help you survive.  

 
Along with your help, my wife and son help me. Throughout this pandemic and isolation, I find myself holding 

and hugging my son whenever I get overwhelmed or anxious. My wife constantly calms me down. She is not as 

worried. She has lived through revolutions, tropical storms, hurricanes  black-outs, and earthquakes. She has 

literally traveled the world. My wife, Mrs. Berkowitz-Torres, but her students call her, "Mrs. Torres," teaches 

ninth grade and twelfth grade English at Woodlands High School. She is Dominican. She was born in Washington 

Heights and raised in the Dominican Republic until she went to college. She went to Manhattanville College in 

Purchase, NY. That is where we met. We have a son, Sam; he just turned two. In the past 3 months of “Distance 

Learning,” my wife has helped me stay calm. I worry a lot- about getting sick and then getting both my wife and 

son sick; about my students or their families getting sick; about providing each of you with the best opportunities; 

about being fair. Since June, I worry about your safety and health more than ever.  
 
In the past few weeks, I have seen the boarded up windows of stores lining Mclean Avenue and the many streets 

of Yonkers. While teaching class through Zoom, students have privately messaged me to let me know of growing 

riots and the police presence near their apartments. I have received e-mails from students who are worried about 
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their ill parents or worried about people breaking into their homes at night. I have received e-mails from students 

worried about their family members who work as police officers or firefighters. We are not a homogenous 

community.  
 
Yonkers Montessori Academy (YMA) is a unique opportunity. By the way, I have taught at The Children’s 

Studio School in Washington, DC, at Woodlands High School in Greenburgh, and at Yonkers' Lincoln High 

School. Only at Yonkers Montessori Academy do I have the chance to meet some of you as preschoolers or 

elementary school students or middle school students. More importantly, YMA is one of the smaller and more 

diverse schools in Yonkers. For example, Lincoln High School has approximately 300 students per grade: that is 

more than twice the size of our graduating classes; however, we can boast students of different religions, races, 

nationalities, ethnicities, sexualities, genders, and backgrounds: each one equal in value and ability; each one 

with their own hopes and worries. In an English class, we talk about humanity; we consider every view-point and 

perspective.  
 
Now more than ever, I find it is important to tell you about myself and my family. I have to be objective and 

sympathetic. Recently, one of my students scolded me and asserted that I could not empathize with him/her or 

with you, my students, because of my age, gender, race, ethnicity, or background. Those of you who have Mrs. 

Schleifer would consider this student’s claim a controversial statement. But she is right. I am not each of you. My 

father served in the Vietnam War. A close friend of mine is a soldier in the army. My uncles and aunts survived 

over eight different Concentration Camps during the Holocaust. I have been attacked for my Jewish religion while 

in middle school and while I was an adult. I have had my life threatened by the police in New York and in another 

country for no reason. My mother died of lung and brain cancer just after I graduated college. I have had friends 

die of natural causes, cancer or suicide. And those are just my experiences. They have informed my perspective. 

Still, I am here. I am living. I am changing in a world that is changing around me.  

 
Some things that are true about me is that I love comic books. I grew up reading “X-men” comic books. I do not 

have the same amount of time to read comic books or watch television, but I like to watch “Bob’s Burgers.” My 

wife loves Tina. I am a mix of Bob and Louise. One of my favorite movies is “The Dark Knight” but I also 

love “The Shawshank Redemption” and the original “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.” I do not have one 

favorite movie. I try to appreciate each movie and novel for what it is and does. Everything story has its strengths 

and weaknesses: they are stories about people by people. And I have learned that only the dead are perfect, for 

they have nothing else to improve. In terms of music, my wife has introduced me to Juan Luis Guerra and Mana, 

but she loves Coldplay. I love Juan Luis Guerra. I also love listening to Motown and Soul music. I cannot get 

enough Nina Simone, Sam Cooke, or Solomon Burke. One of our favorite songs is “Home” by Edward Sharpe 

and the Magnetic Zeros. My biggest regret was not seeing Wu-Tang Clan in concert with Linkin Park, but I have 

seen the following artists in concert: Juan Luis Guerra, John Legend, Lauren Hill, Bjork, Radiohead, and U2. I am 

not much of an athlete, but my son likes playing basketball. I grew up a Yankees fan and a Knicks fan, but I don’t 

follow as closely as I did when I was a teenager. Keep in mind, I was in tenth grade just as the Yankees began to 

legitimately win World Series, Derek Jeter’s early years. Tastes change.  

 
So as one group of sophomores changes into juniors, I welcome each of you as you change into and become tenth 

graders. I doubt you feel completely comfortable with me, but now you know me. There is much to talk about. 

And that is the first assignment over the summer.  
 
Over the summer, I normally assign 3 assignments:  
 
1. Read and annotate four documents- just like the documents on the Common Core English Regents 
2. Identify 5 words that you do not know from these documents  
3. Read a novel/book of fiction and complete 8 reading logs  

 
I will definitely assign the first two assignments.  

 
FOR NOW, I FIRST WANT YOU TO CONTACT ME! I WANT YOU TO WRITE ME AN E-MAIL!  
 
BEFORE THE END OF JULY, PLEASE SEND ME ONE E-MAIL. SEND THE SAME EMAIL TO TWO 

ADDRESSES: 
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• LBerkowitz@yonkerspublicschools.org 
 
• ELABerkowitz7@gmail.com 
 
IF I DO NOT GET IT FROM ONE ADDRESS, IT SHOULD GO TO THE OTHER! 

 
Now, I do not expect for your to write as much as I have. Nor do I expect perfect spelling, grammar, or 

punctuation. 
 
 But please write me three paragraphs  

 
• Introduce yourself 

 
• Discuss how you have been affected and changed since March 13, 2020 

 
• Explain what is most important to you 
 
Once I hear from you, I can determine the rest of the summer assignment. 
 
On June 18, 2020, I will post the specific assignments on the school website under my name:  

 
https://www.yonkerspublicschools.org/Domain/638 

 
I look forward to hearing from all of you.  

 
Now, please understand my rules on confidentiality. I call it Berkowitz Law 167: "I repeat nothing.” This means 

that I will listen and ask questions. Now, if it threatens you, your family, or someone else, I will ask if I might 

pass this information onto an administrator. For example, if you or your family falls ill from CoVid 19, I will ask 

if you will allow me to tell an administrator. If you tell me that people have been trying to break into your house 

at night, which has made it difficult for you to sleep so you have been staying awake at night instead of during the 

day, I will ask if you will allow me to tell an administrator. My first job is to insure that you are safe.  

 
Thank you for your time, patience, attention, and confidence.  
 
Until we speak again, sincerely,  
 
Mr. Laurence Berkowitz-Torres  
Sam’s dad and your prospective tenth grade English teacher  

 
I. TRADITIONAL SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 

Summer vacation can best be compared to baseball’s spring training or football’s preseason- both of them requires 

some practice. When you return, I do not want you out of practice. And practice counts! In fact, I want you to 

mailto:LBerkowitz@yonkerspublicschools.org
mailto:ELABerkowitz7@gmail.com
https://www.yonkerspublicschools.org/Domain/638
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“practice” reading and writing about those things that interest you. This can be done carefully within hours 

over the course of EIGHT WEEKS or done carelessly over the course of 3 days. 

 

EACH ASSIGNMENT ACCRUES A GRADE FOR THE FIRST MARKING PERIOD! 

 

Assignment 1: Vocabulary in Context (VIC) 

 

You will also submit ONLY 5 vocabulary words from the FOUR documents on Hosting the Olympics. This will be 

on a separate sheet of paper. The attached articles and directions will outline how you must find the word, copy the 

sentence before, copy the sentence after, and define the word and the part of speech. This will count as 1 test 

grade.  

 

Assignment 2: Non-Fiction Reading and Writing 

 

You will submit 4 annotated nonfiction articles on Hosting the Olympics.  

Text 1- “Impact of the Games on Olympic Host Cities” 

Text 2- “When the Games Come to Town: Host Cities and the Local Impacts of the Olympics” 

Text 3- “3 Reasons Why Hosting the Olympics Is A Loser’s Games” 

Text 4- “Factsheet: Legacies of the Games” 

 

You will use these annotated documents to write an argument.  

 

TENTATIVE Part 3: Narrative Fiction and Prose (A Novel or Book)- THIS MAY CHANGE! 

Reading is like swimming! You dive into a world and propel yourself forward, but you need to stop ever so often to 

catch your breath. I am requiring you to complete at least one novel/literary work of fiction. Read for 45-minutes at 

a time, then complete a reading log. The reading log is a chance for you to catch up and reflect on what you read.  

 

You will complete FOUR Reading Logs at the beginning of September 

 

You will present the last FOUR Reading Logs at the end of September 

 

EACH READING LOG IS WORTH 50 POINTS.  

THESE READING LOGS WILL ACT AS 4 INDIVIDUAL TEST GRADES, SO YOU NEED 8 READING LOGS! 

 

YOU MUST READ ONE OF THE FOLLOWING… 

∆ S.E. Hinton’s That Was Then, 150 pages, each chapter is approximately 15 to 18 pages 

 • Each reading log should be one chapter; however, one reading log should combine chapters 3 and 4  

 
∆ Laurie Halse Anderson’s Speak, 197 pages, 26 pages per reading log 

• Each reading log should include 23 pages; the novel is divided into “Marking Periods” of 46 pages 
 

YOU MAY READ THE FOLLOWING BOOK ADDITIONALLY AS A CHALLENGE…  

∆ Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees, 336 pages, 42 pages per reading log 
∆ Yann Martel Life of Pi, 326 pages, 41 pages per reading log 

∆ Markus Zusak The Book Thief, 592 pages, 74 pages per reading log 

 

If you have any questions, concerns or need additional reading logs, please e-mail me before Friday, August 14, 2020 

 

I am requiring that you read for 40 minutes at a time.  
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Name:__________________________________________________      Date:____________________ 

 Mr. Berkowitz         Sophomore English 

SUMMER VACATION NON-FICTION and VOCABULARY ASSIGNMENTS 
 

I. PRELIMINARY VOCABULARY TEST, due Monday, September 7, 2020 

IDENTIFY FIVE “UNFAMILIAR” or NEW VOCABULARY WORDS FROM THESE 

DOCUMENTS 
Directions:  On a separate sheet of paper, complete the following for each word…. 
 

A. THREE POINTS FOR EACH WORD YOU COPY 
 

B. TWO POINTS FOR WRITING DOWN EACH TEXT 
 

C. ONE POINT FOR WRITING DOWN EACH LINE  
 

D. THREE POINTS TO COPY THE SENTENCE WITH “NEW” WORD 

  • YOU MUST PUT THE SENTENCE IN QUOTES OR LOSE A POINT! 
 

E. THREE POINTS TO COPY THE SENTENCE BEFORE THE SENTENCE WITH THE WORD 

  • YOU MUST PUT THE SENTENCE IN QUOTES OR LOSE A POINT! 
 

F. THREE POINTS TO COPY THE SENTENCE AFTER THE SENTENCE WITH THE WORD 
  • YOU MUST PUT THE SENTENCE IN QUOTES OR LOSE A POINT! 
 

G. TWO POINTS FOR THE WORD’s PART OF SPEECH 
 

H. THREE POINTS FOR THE WORD’s DEFINITION 
For example… 

A. WORD 1: “MANDATORY”    B. TEXT: 1     C. LINE: 5 
 

D. “Thirty one countries have some form of mandatory voting according to the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 

Assistance.” 
 

E. “And it would ease the intense partisan polarization that weakens our capacity for self-government and public trust in our governing 

institutions.” 
 

F. “The list includes nine members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and two-thirds of the Latin American 

nations.” 
 

G. Adjective   H. –describes something that is required by rules and by law 

 

II. ESSAY PREPARATION, due Monday, September 14, 2020 

Read and annotate these four documents to determine whether or not Yonkers should bid to host an 

Olympic Games. This will be your first essay. We will use this for paraphrasing upon your return. 
 

For each document please complete the following: 

∆ PREDICT 

 Underneath each title, predict what this article will discuss.  

∆ ANNOTATE 

          • Take notes on the Main Idea for every paragraph or every five lines- EVEN CHARTS 

 • Underline NO MORE than 2 lines of supporting details per chunk  

∆ SUMMARIZE  

 • Determine the GENERAL IDEA of the ENTIRE DOCUMENT: Who, what, where, when, which group, why 

∆ SYNTHESIZE 

• Determine the AUTHOR’s perspective on the topic and identify at least 2 reasons for their POV-  

      ¡¡¡¡¡ DID THE AUTHOR AGREE WITH HAT WAS HAPPENING? DID HE/SHE OPPOSE IT? BOTH?!!!!! 

 

Parent Signature               
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Text 1- “Impact of the Games on Olympic Host Cities,” by Richard Cashman, Barcelona Centre d’Estudis 

Olimpics (UAB), 2002 
 

P: THIS WILL BE DISCUSS            
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SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
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Text 2- “When the Games Come to Town: Host Cities and the Local Impacts of the Olympics,” by Dr. Mary Smith, 

London East Research Institute Working Papers, December 2005 

 

P: THIS WILL BE DISCUSS            
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(THE CHART IS INCLUDED IN DOCUMENT/TEXT 2) 

  

 
SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
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Text 3- (excerpt) “3 Reasons Why Hosting the Olympics Is A Loser’s Games,” by Andrew Zimbalist, 

www.theatlantic.com, July 23, 2012 

 

P: THIS WILL BE DISCUSS            

 
 

SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
 

                  

 

                  

 

   

http://www.theatlantic.com/
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Text 4- “Factsheet: Legacies of the Games,” International Olympic Committee, July 17, 2012 

 
P: THIS WILL BE DISCUSS            
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SUMMARIZE THE AUTHOR’S GENERAL IDEA- WHO, WHAT,WHICH, WHAT HAPPENED WHERE, WHEN):  
 

                  
 

                   
 

                  

SYNTHESIZE THE AUTHOR’S MESSAGE OR PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT- WHAT WAS HIS/HER THESIS or PERSPECTIVE 

OF THE TOPIC! DID HE/SHE ADVOCATE OR OPPOSE ? WHAT TWO REASONS DOES HE/SHE HAVE?  
 

THESIS/CENTRAL CLAIM               
 

REASONS                 
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Name:______________________________________________________ Date:______________________ 

Mr. Berkowitz         Sophomore English     

Independent Reading Log # __________  DUE:       SCORE (OUT OF 50pts):   

 

Title of novel (1pt): __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: (1pt)___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS! 
 

Date (1pts):        
 

Guardian’s Signature (3pts):        
 

At what time did you start reading (1pts):  
 

On which page did you begin reading (1pts):        
 

At what time did you STOP reading (1pts):        
 

On which page did you STOP reading (1pts):        

PLOT: WHAT HAPPENED…(10pts):        

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unfamiliar/new vocabulary word(1pts):        

 

      

 

 

Page:    

Word used in the sentence from the work(1pts):         

 

___________________________________________________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Predict the word’s 

meaning(1pt):      
   

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



 14 

 

 

TYPE OF CONFLICT(1pt): ____________________________ vs. ________________________________ 
           (man/society/god/nature/technology)                                      (man/ self/ society/ god/ nature/ technology) 

ACTION/ CONFLICT- What was a problem(2pt)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

¡¡¡HOW WAS THIS CONFLICT RESOLVED? OR DID IT GET WORSE/HOW?¡¡¡¡ (2pts):        
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the setting-  

∆ Is it rural- like a 

farm? 

∆ Is it urban- like a 

city? 

∆ How much time has 

passed?  

 

WHEN, WHERE(2pts):            

 

DESCRIBE(3pts):_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

DISCUSS A 

CHARACTER (4pts):        
• Describe his/her 

appearance 

• Explain what he/she 

wanted 

• Explain what he or she 

did 

• Explain his/her 

relationship to another 

character 

 

WHO IS THIS:            
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHANGE IN A 

CHARACTER (3pts):        
• Identify a character 

• Describe or explain 

how he or she changed 

• Explain who or what 

caused this change? 

 

 

WHO IS THIS:       ∆ HOW DID S/HE CHANGE? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHAT IS ONE 

THEME/TOPIC IN 

THIS SECTION?  
(Ex: love, family, pride) 

WHY (Use details from 

that portion!) (3pts):        

 

THEME:            WHY? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
FIND A QUOTE THAT INCLUDES A SPECIFIC PIECE OF 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE (HYPERBOLE, IMAGERY, METAPHOR, 

PERSONIFICATION, SIMILE, ETC) (COPY IT HERE!) (2pts) 
 

“___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________” 

WHAT WAS THE LANGUAGE DEVELOPING (Character. Conflict, 

setting)? HOW DOES IT DEVELOP THE CHAPTER?  (3pts) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 (2pts) From what I read, I 

am bothered by/wonder 

about....     

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name:______________________________________________________ Date:______________________ 

Mr. Berkowitz         Sophomore English     

Independent Reading Log # __________  DUE:       SCORE (OUT OF 50pts):   

 

Title of novel (1pt): __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: (1pt)___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS! 
 

Date (1pts):        
 

Guardian’s Signature (3pts):        
 

At what time did you start reading (1pts):  
 

On which page did you begin reading (1pts):        
 

At what time did you STOP reading (1pts):        
 

On which page did you STOP reading (1pts):        

PLOT: WHAT HAPPENED…(10pts):        

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unfamiliar/new vocabulary word(1pts):        

 

      

 

 

Page:    

Word used in the sentence from the work(1pts):         

 

___________________________________________________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Predict the word’s 

meaning(1pt):      
   

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TYPE OF CONFLICT(1pt): ____________________________ vs. ________________________________ 
           (man/society/god/nature/technology)                                      (man/ self/ society/ god/ nature/ technology) 

ACTION/ CONFLICT- What was a problem(2pt)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

¡¡¡HOW WAS THIS CONFLICT RESOLVED? OR DID IT GET WORSE/HOW?¡¡¡¡ (2pts):        
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the setting-  

∆ Is it rural- like a 

farm? 

∆ Is it urban- like a 

city? 

∆ How much time has 

passed?  

 

WHEN, WHERE(2pts):            

 

DESCRIBE(3pts):_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

DISCUSS A 

CHARACTER (4pts):        
• Describe his/her 

appearance 

• Explain what he/she 

wanted 

• Explain what he or she 

did 

• Explain his/her 

relationship to another 

character 

 

WHO IS THIS:            
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHANGE IN A 

CHARACTER (3pts):        
• Identify a character 

• Describe or explain 

how he or she changed 

• Explain who or what 

caused this change? 

 

 

WHO IS THIS:       ∆ HOW DID S/HE CHANGE? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHAT IS ONE 

THEME/TOPIC IN 

THIS SECTION?  
(Ex: love, family, pride) 

WHY (Use details from 

that portion!) (3pts):        

 

THEME:            WHY? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
FIND A QUOTE THAT INCLUDES A SPECIFIC PIECE OF 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE (HYPERBOLE, IMAGERY, METAPHOR, 

PERSONIFICATION, SIMILE, ETC) (COPY IT HERE!) (2pts) 
 

“___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________” 

WHAT WAS THE LANGUAGE DEVELOPING (Character. Conflict, 

setting)? HOW DOES IT DEVELOP THE CHAPTER?  (3pts) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 (2pts) From what I read, I 

am bothered by/wonder 

about....     

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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